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Voltairine de Cleyre was, according to Emma Goldman, “the
most gifted and brilliant anarchist woman America ever
produced.” Today she is not widely known as a consequence of
her short life. De Cleyre was especially influenced by Thomas
Paine, Mary Wollstonecraft and Clarence Darrow. After the

hanging of the Haymarket protesters in 1887, she became an
anarchist. “Till then I believed in the essential justice of the American law of trial by
jury,” she wrote in an autobiographical essay, “After that I never could”. She was known
as an excellent speaker and writer — in the opinion of biographer Paul Avrich, she was “a
greater literary talent than any other American anarchist” — and as a tireless advocate
for the anarchist cause, whose “religious zeal,” according to Goldman, “stamped
everything she did.” (Summary from Wikipedia)

Read by Rhonda Federman, Philippa, Carl Manchester, lukkystarr, Sibella Denton,
harsh36S, Heather Hogan, Kalynda, & RevRal. Total running time: 12:27:12. Meta-
Coordinator/Cataloging: Carl Manchester.

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.

Cover image by Jiri Hodan. http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php2image=20295&picture=
abstract-background. Author photo taken by unknown photographer (c. 1900) Copyright expired in US, Canada,
EU, and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public
domain.

sAessHg pa3ddIes

Q143D 9p SuLITR)[OA




